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John Cort




Every community has snippets of
Information that have been passed
down from old-timers. They cannot
be considered fact because there is no
proof but they are always in the back
of our mind.



Three such pieces of information are:

*Houghton had a tent theatre
*The Lake House had actors stay with them.

*Kirkland had a movie lot



The tent theatre was in Houghton many years
ago and was there for a short time. It was by
“the school”.

This information was passed down from old-
timer to new neighbor.



The Lake House’s guest register showed
the names of actors but no one has seen
the register.



The movie lot is mentioned in Our Foundering
Fathers.

A film plant is mentioned in the 1918 Kirkland
newspaper with no history given. That tells us only
that it was well known. Sort of like telling us a
building was near the Kingdome. No explanation is
needed today, but in 20 years, many people will not
understand.



When Dorothy Brennan Daily and Eileen
Brennan Warren were interviewed, they
mentioned Cort Road. The Brennan’s
had lived on Cort Road. So now we have
another mystery. From other interviews,
we know that young Ernie McKibben
delivered newspapers on Court Road.



Cort or Court Road now began to simmer in
my mind.

King County records has road documents
dating from when Washington was a
Territory until today. Here | found:

Bids on the John Cort Rd 10/6/1904

So now we have a full name and correct spelling.



Now that we have a name and correct
spelling the actual research can begin.

First our own database at

Kirklandheritage.org:
Headline Subject Date Page
JOHN CORT FARM IS SOLD x BUILDINGS, RESIDENTIAL 51/1919 |1
CORT, KITTY WATKINSON OBITUARIES 10/2/1919 |1
OLD TIMER HERE IS WEEK'S VISITOR. (CORT, JOHN) x BIOGRAPHIES 812/1926 |1
e i . BUSINESS, RETAIL AND e
DOUGLASS TO GO TO ANACORTES COMMERCIAL 32711928 |1
CORT, JOHN x OBITUARIES 11/21/1929 1

CORT. HARRY x OBITUARIES 5/13/1937 |5



Then the census records &= (= 20— — =1 =3 |
from 1900: L
John Cort’s occupation is i
theatre. Harry Cort is et
going to school. it e
They live in Houghton. T



Now | searched HistoryLink and got my first indication
that John Cort was a genuine mover and shaker. He
came to Seattle in 1886 as a vaudeville actor but soon
owned and managed his own box theater. He built the
Standard Theatre which was the first theatre in Seattle
to have electric lights. John Cort started the Cort
Circuit which was a circuit of theatres on the Pacific
Coast. The Standard Theatre burned during the 1889
Seattle Fire.



According to HistoryLink, after the 1889 fire, John
Cort put up a tent theatre within days and continued
performances until the new Standard Theatre could be
built.

So now we know that John Cort had a tent theatre in
Seattle and it makes perfect sense that he would have
had a tent theatre in Houghton for rehearsals. In 1942,
Collins Elementary School was built on the Cort
Ranch property. This would put the tent theatre near
the school....the Collins school.

And with Seattle in ruins, it makes sense that he
would house the actors and stagehands at the Lake
House.



HistoryLink focuses on Cort’s business dealings in
Seattle.

That Houghton and Kirkland were not mentioned
made i1t more of an interesting puzzle.



So far, | have not had to leave my computer but
now we must look at the microfilmed newspapers
at the Bellevue Library.



John Cort had moved to
New York.

Burke & Farrar handled
the sale.

The farm was called
Whisker Farms when
Cort owned It.



1908

NorEs. — Norril & Rowe's Circus shows
here June 69.... Manager Cort and family

returm 23, trom the East, accompanied
by Max . who will spend the Bummer

a1 Whisker Farm, Mr. Cort'a Bummer home.
e daimes Townsend, stage manager of



Seattle Times
July 19, 1902




John Cort sold his Houghton ranch to the Klenerts.
The Klenert’s had cattle on the ranch and opened
Klenert’s Meat Market on Lake Street in 1922.

Klener;t Ranch

- s

The home burned in 1930. It’s foundation remained until
the Collins School was built.
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Ea:ﬂea waors a.rrlvlng In feattle to-
day ‘for 'the twenty- elghth con-
ventlon of the order next week. -
 Heattle is In gay array for the
convenlion and numerous ecnler-
tainments have been provided for
the thousands of viuttors, - ¢

The Milwaukes - delegnﬂan wax
the first to arceive, -

Seattle, - the’ home ot the ordur
has a membership today of 700,
000 Eagles. 'The organization war
launched by twelve men In a ltte
rngm on Seattlo's
18958

be present at ‘Ih}*ﬂ yvear's secsslons.
' _.DIVES UNDER Tnu-\'

waterfront iny
One of the founders, John|:
Cort, fiew theatrical magnal# will s
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John Cort was in Seattle In
1926 as a special guest of
the National Convention of
the Eagles. Mr. Cort was
considered the daddy of the
Eagle Organization, having
been a founder.

The Fraternal of the Eagles
was founded in 1898, and
John Cort was Iits first
president.



Tells how old-timers would
remember the black and
white horses that met the
morning and evening ferry
which carried John Cort, the
now nationally known
theatrical magnate. He lived
on the old John Cort place,
now known as the Klenert
Ranch.



Here John Cort is in Kirkland
and holding the first Eagles
medal from when he was the

first president.




Chris Cort, his great
grandson, now has
the medal.




1929

John Cort died and they
reported that he had helped
organize the Eagles.




When Harry died in 1937, his family home site was still called the
John Cort place by the old-timers and the road was still officially
called Cort Road. (now 108" Avenue NE).

Tells again of the beautiful team of horses which made three trips
daily to the Kirkland ferry dock to pick up guests or supplies.

The ferry was the Gazelle.



The Gazelle



Before we move on, | want to share more

about the Eagles.

Elal =1 ] e &R o b & L .““.l“ “l.“ Bl T T il By W Nl

the defendants,

- EHAGLES ¥FLY NORTH. --About 35 members
of the Portland lodge of Eagles left last
night for Seattle to attend the meeting
of the grand lodge of thelr order, which
will be held in Seattle this week. Among
those who went north were Dr. H. R.
Littlefleld, past president of Portland
lodge, and- John Considine, grand vice-
president, candidates for grand president.

The present grand president of the nrderL

iz John Cort, of Senattle.

CarmoLic MIsSioN.—A mission will'-be |

1898-1899

John Cort Is
president.



Eagles Aeries

1. Seattle

2.  Spokang

i Tacoma

4 Portland New York and East
5. SanFrancisco Coast Eagles are very
b, Vancouver, BC -

T proud of thelr_low

8. SanJose numbered aeries.

a, Sacramento

10.  Rossland, BC But look at Seattle,
11. Butte

12.  Victoria, BC Spokane and Tacoma.
13. Everett

14, GreatFalls The Eagles progress
15, Nanaimo, BC can be traced by

40. New York following the numbers.
42. Philadelphia

46. Buffalo



The Eagles, was organized to help theatre
people.....from stage hands to actors.

The Eagles provided healthcare and a proper
burial.

The threatre groups were shunned when
traveling and the Aeries gave the actors and
staff a place to feel at home as they traveled.



A soup cup from
Seattle Aeries No. 1




After the 1889 fire that burned his Standard
Theatre, he built another Standard Theatre and the
Grand Opera House. And he started the Cort
Theatrical Circuit which was the first legitimate
theatre circuit.

By legitimate theatre, they meant theatre that had
assigned seating and no bar. Before the Cort
Circuit, people had to visit New York or Paris to
see guality productions.

At one time, he owned 117 theatres and leased
many more. It was the largest theatre circuit of
any kind and it was all on the west coast.
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LARE VASUINCIIY CASO

The Most Popular Summer Resort on the Pecfic Coast

f% TAKE YESLER AVENUE CABLE CARS =™\
Grand Promenade Concerts every Afternoon from 2 till 5 P. M.

SPEGIAL GRAND  GIALTY PERFORMANGE,
EVERY SUNDAY AFTERNOON AT 2 P. M.
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There are no known photos
of the original Standard
Theatre that burning in
1889. This poster shows
Its replacement.



Notice that Seattle is aware that the Standard was the
first theatre to have the Edison lights. But they
completely missed that the Standard was the first
theatre in the world to use lights.

We also know that the Bijou Theatre in Boston also
claims to be the very first to use lights. The Bijou
opened in 1886 with Thomas Edison on hand to make
sure the batteries worked and the wires were strung
safely. The Bijou lighting was a novelty and the lights
were not wired In, nor practical. The Bijou closed
shortly after opening. The Standard was wired for
lights when it was built in 1888 and considered the
first.



From Indiana:

'W!IIE'II 1C Waﬂf
Jﬁhn't.'m Bies.

| New ank 'Nov. 19.—John
Cort, ‘Whﬂs first gainﬂd fame as a
theater - manager more than forty

vears ago by his enterprise in in-{
stalling in his Seattle - theater|

“the new: Edison Incandescent
ligfhtfs,’.fr died yesterday. -
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From Virginia:

Big Theatre
Pioneer Dies

InN New York

John Cort First {0 Install Edi-
son Lamp and First to Or-

ganize Vaudeville Circuit
._.....__ﬂ_..._.._

NEW YORE Hov 19 —if-—John
Cort who frst gained fame #s =
theater manager more than 40 vears
ag0o by his enterprise mn installing in
his @ attle tneater “The new Edison
inear descent lights ™ died vestarday

From the Iaote 80's when hls let-
ter-heads attracted the attention of
other managers gll over the country
by thelr announecenent that his thea-
ter was hested by steam and Hghted




From Ohio:

Cort, Theater Man, Dies;
Was First To Install
Edison Lights On Stage

NEW YORK, Nov. I8 (= ;among the more recent theatrieal

atera whom he has sald ta  have
dJohn Cort, who first gined staptad on their caresrs  wers  Jne

famn nn ] 1hl'|'lt!‘r MANAEerr Mrown, the eamedinn,  Hal err]},r
more than 40 year sago by his  [and Loulse Groody,
enterpriss In Installing In his Mr. Cort gave in Broadway  his

u : last production, "China Tipse" ahout
Seattle theater “the new Fdi a year nga.  Hhorfly thercafter, 1

son Incandeacent lighte™ dled | wiih heart disense  whirh  finally
tnday, caused his death, ha retired,

Fram tha late Efm wrhan hie e | -




And there 1S more:

John Cort was among the first to use electric signs for
his 117 theatres.

from Third street to West ark by dressing
to prade with ndacadans; granted, -

From J I:ﬂmi- Cort, asking lmrﬁmﬂiﬁunt to

; ect an illaminated sign acrov¢ the sireet in

Portland In F:unr of tlmi Silatgdnrd tﬂa{ter. to be lighted |

by eleetric lights; granted. i
1888 “From 8, Lﬁcmﬁch, aslung permiisvion o
ereet wn jlluminated sign wn Iront ‘of thel

Louisville restauront; granted. o
Team Teanl Willar aukine nermission to

CR LI o B el — A, il -

Neighboring theatres followed suit and the colorful
theatre district was born.
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Times Square in 2005.
ook what Houghton’s John Cort started!!!
The historic Cort Theatre is one block off Times Square
In New York City.



The Cort Theatre in New York City is
Landmarked both inside and out.




Taken from the New York Landmarks Commission

DESCRIFTION AND ANALYSIS

Tha Cort Thaster Intsrior survives todsy 25 ons of the histonic
thaster interiors thet symbolize Amenican thestsr e both New York and the

nation. Built in 1912-13, the Cort iz zmong ths oldast surviving thesters
in New York. It was desiznad by architact Thomss Lamb to houss the

productions of John Cort, one of the country’s major producers and thaster
OV,

The Cort Theater. as one of the Broadway theaters surviving today 1n
the theater district, contributes to the totality of the distriet's history
b virtue of its participation 1n that history,



So by now, | hope you are
convinced that John Cort was a
famous theatre man.

So what else did he do while In
Seattle?
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This 1s Cort’s Pavilion at Leschi Park in Seattle.



The Moore Theatre
IS John Cort’s last
surviving theatre in
Seattle.




Cort’s Opera House
suffered a fire and was
gutted. The building was
still sound and now serves
as a parking garage at

217 Cherry Street In
Seattle.



There 1S more



1913

John Cort, who owns or controls more
than two hundred plavhouses west of
Chicago, and who is gradually making
hig impress in the East, is another con-
vert to the theater of science. Mr. Cort
is the head of a corporation capitalized
at $2,000,000, which controls the exhibi-
tion rights for the Kitsee Talking and
Singing Pictures, and this invention, like

-the Edison Kinetophone, is something

more than a mere synchronization of the
moving picture camera and the phono-
graph. And now not only the theatrical
syndicate, but also Liebler & Co., until
now the most prolific of play producers,
have become affiliated on a large scale
with the film industry.

= Al - oo



1914
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TALKING FPICTURES SHOW RE-
NEWED LIFKE,

Quite & revival of interest jn the exhibltion
of "taling wmotion plichures’” was mnrd In
Neww York (his week, The Palnce showed
lhe Mort.Ritsce pictu with Hs Laoder
B e e s htaire Now Vst
o [ ]
t‘l:r.omm m&n. with a tuu—ll'edled win-
sivel show, l,;ttndnl Carrol] Jobmson ms the
Meee de remutance,

Thos. A. Bleots s sald &0 be woriing
pight nud day in onder to effect the BeceiSaTy
improvemerds on e “taldng” device.




1915

BGRAND THEATRE

MONDAY and TUESDAY
SEPTEMBER 27 and 28

The Cort Film Co. Presents

WALKER WHITESIDE

e | T ——

Itrael Zangwill's Ameriean Symphony

THE MELTING POT

In Six Aots.
WHAT THE PRESS SAYS -

“The Melting Pol” breathes & “The vislon eovoked by the
gpirit af the best Amerfeaniem  Jewish  Musiciens' Amaricen
in the treditlons of our history,” Symphony (8 a4 mestsrpioce of
Ww. STEPHEN DUSH,  Artlstlc beauty."

In the Moving Plciure World, N. Y. BVENING 3UN,

“Meallem 18 the note struck sl the hegloning, and s vibration
iloes not ecnse uutll after dhe flyving of Od Qloryin the concluding
goenc.' MAGLEL CONDON In Mologranhy.

A —

SUNDAY

WILLIAM
ELLIOTT

Woman and
Wine

From the play br
ARTHUR SHIRLEY.

In Five Acts

Continuous==1:30—10;30.

Speclal Musle—~A:30—10:30

HOURS

1:45—5:00
6:30—10:30

ADMISSION

Matinees, 10 Cents.
Evenings, 15 Cents,
100 to Children.
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1916
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Cort F‘llm Corp_ N a.nd' John Cort—Man-
_hattan S!iﬁe_ gnqﬂF‘ﬂp‘l Coennnnnnnnnn . 220. 0"‘
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Danting Couple s fo Appenr
it @ Motion Picture Drama

New Tork, May L-=Mr, and Mra. Vere
non Caatle will be sesn (o 0 moving plae

fure play. They hava aigned coniracts
with Johh Cort whershy ther aré sopq

10 he seen (b & thrilling film  drems
which v to be ?ut o by the Cort Fllm
Corporstion, which hae Jusl [inished the
fiiming of Tsruel Zangwiil's “The Melt-
Ing Fot" with Walter Whiiealde in thn

leading role.
The styry whish will be woven o7 the

1916



I. EITSEE.
STKCHERONIZING PICTURE BEERIEITING AND S00ND RECORD MACHINE,
AFFLICATION FILED AUG. ¥, 1311
1,083,4908. % Patented Jan' 6, 1014,

% BEEETE—EEELT 2.

4o

HFTNESSES - INFENTOR.
)

One of the many
Cort/Kitsee devices
patented by Isador
Kitsee.



John Cort was among the first to try
synchronized sound movies. It was not a success
because people were not ready for talkies.



Kirkland had a Film Plant in 1915 and made
at least one film in Kirkland. We are still
trying to learn if this was John Cort’s Film
plant.

Movie studios were called Film Plants in the
beginning.
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The blue 1s where the Film Plant was.
There are still two homes that were film
homes on 10t Avenue between 4t & 5th,



In 1918, seven
homes will be
built from
material from
the Film
Company.




In 1918, John Van Aalst has moved his tulip bulb farm
near the old film plant.



In the May 1915 Kirkland Paper
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5¢ Royal Theatre Co. 3¢

LINGGEN—RAMM—LIKGGEN
ANl Star Features Every Day—Look
Them (ver.

TOPAY —_Fpmous Plavere Co., Daniel
Frohman presents James K. Hacketl

in “THE PRISONER OF ZENDA”
5 reels,

WEDNESDAY__RBig Mutual Special in
4 parts, “THE GREAT LEAP" or
“UXNTIL TEATH DO US PART.™ A
stirring melodrama of a Kentucky
Feud.

THUBRSDAY—Apex Film Co., presents
Charles Darrell's world renowned
melodrama “WHEN LONDON
SLEEFPS”™ 5 reals.

FRIDAY —Washington Film Cor'p., of-
ters “THE SKIMAN. A scenlc
drama of the north.

SATURDAY-—“CHARLIES FIRST VA-
CATION,” 3 reel, featuring Chaplin,

Drems to be selected.

OWTR Wu & WF Mo — e e = c =B AN,

In 1916, the Ski Man is
still being shown
around the country.

By the Washington
Film Corp.



From 1910 New York City newspaper

WASHINGTON,

Seattie.—At the Moore nhn Coirt, man-
lr) James J. Corbett, 1n * urgisr and
Lady,” March 22.24, Bad go-ll Ittlﬂﬂ*
aDce. “25»!2'8 mlli W“e:l nﬂ“ ;‘
]hll) & tr L 1p J o e
1';" llilmrleml'r Betsy.” Mrn Pair phﬂ

Gn:m Orerda Horse (Johe Cort, mana-
r).—Week of March 22, “The Biack Crook™

well. The Donisett!’ of acrobate
lu:the feature, Wnk of 20, 3.. ﬂll. ll'nm-

tlpco Opern Co.
ton Clarke, "'nn Pmm E:m
Aprll 5—11

0 a s = FIMDemanzil kE oo R grarr——




1931, Dr. Kitsee died. He gave us the refrigerated railroad
car, railroad signals, phonograph record disc, underground
telegraph, automatic fire alarm, sound movies, trolley car......

DR. ISADORE KITSEE,

inventor and Chemist Dies at Age;
of 87, in Philadelphia. |

- PHILADELPHIA, April 26 (UP).—

Dr. Isadore Xitsee, inventor and
chemist, died today after a month’s
illness. He was 87. ;

. Dr. Kitsee had heen credited with

more than 2,000 inventions in the
last forty-five years, They included
a phonograph disk, a refrigerator
car,  a new type of coal breakKer,
underground system of telegraph,
railroad signals and many things
said to have been responsible for
the efficiency of the telephone,

He was born in Vienna and came
to this country sixty-five years ago.
He was unmarried. :




...... color photography, printing telegraph, mining
safety alarms.

He invented a wireless set which he sold to
Marconi.

His submarine detection patent was given to the
US Navy.

Isador Kitsee applied for over 2000 inventions,

some of which are still used today. He like Cort,
Is forgotten.



Rt b astiodng o 2t 2 OF 3
+EJOHN'CORT'S STRENUDSITY. &
i i b X T A SO0
* If'there iy any doubt a3 to the bust:
ness capacily. of John | Cort las a the
strical power, Just chéck aseinat: tha
Tellowing and then conslder that there
arg just 24 hours to & day ond but
365 days to = year,

Controlling the bookinge of .more

T T R From 1908

various detalls of the many companies
which be himself owns outright, *

Directing the policies of many ather
atiractions In whieh he bag  coniroll
Ing interest, but with which his namt
does not actually BDpedr, o
* Superlntending . from his * Seatile
headguartery at the presest time, the
ecohgtroction of no less than half a
dozen new ilhesters o thy TWeat apd
Worthwest, i
~Reading ong passlog judement oo
oumerous mandieripts for futures pre-
duetions, :

eeping elose tab on bis many real|
uitate haldings.

Seml-annual fying trips to his New
\York offices, and often twiee ihat
many visits thers,

Aleo many other ventures in busi
ness malters that would cccupy the
entire tlme and atlention of sny ord;
inary @imn, e0 it is evideot that [Jaha
Cort jreally has something to keep his
mind occupied, though it s aaid he
does pecaelonally And time to rusy out
‘to his country home '-xi'ji'isknr|:-'rm'!'
for & few hours” holiday,




John Cort




John Cort had the first Legitimate Theatre Circuit owning
117 theater's on the Cort Circuit....all on the west coast.

John Cort owned one seedy box theatre In Seattle. After going
legitimate, this box theatre was leased to the Women’s
Temperance Union...putting the society in the middle of
Seattle’s red light district.

Mr. Cort loaned his many theaters to the Woman’s Suffrage
Movement.

John Cort’s father was a minister and you can just feel his moral
upbringing. Mr. Cort’s father never approved of his son being
Involved in the theatre.



John Cort lived on Cort Road in Houghton. Cort Road was

later named NE 108t™ Street. Some of our Houghton natives
remember Cort Road.

His home was called Whisker Farm and he listed

Houghton as his home. Being a famous man, Mr. Cort did not
let the general public know where he lived. He is mentioned
fondly in Kirkland papers. It does not appear that he took part
In civic affairs, but he was considered one of the neighborhood.

John Cort’s signature from a tax
record over 100 years ago.




Kirkland Redmond Sun
May 7, 1907
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DE ATH CL AIMS Ambassador Dawes ]
i Pays MacDonald Visit

WIDELY KNUWN LONDON, Nov, 18 {4).—Ambassa-

dor Bawes, who returned to London

from ihe United States last week,

'I' !c&ued at No. 10 Downing street this
i jmorning and spent u half hour with

'DEATH

John Cort, Former
of §. L. Show Ho
Dies in East.

Big Theatre
Pioneer Dies

In New York

___Q_.__......-
John Cort First to Install Edi-
son Lamp and First to Or-

ganize Vaudeville Circuit
RN [ES—

NEW YORE WNov 19 —(P--John
Cort =who first galned fame &5 =&
theater manager more than 40 years
ag0 by his enterprise n installing in
hizs B attle tneater “The new Edlson
incar descent lights @ died vestarday

From the Jate 80 when hils let-
ter-hepds attractad the attention of
other managers gll over the country

by thelr announcenent that his thea-; .

ter was heated by steam and thted]

STRIKES

"THEATRE OWNER

ed First Vaude-
ircuit In
ca In 1888

ead here from heart

aerly owned 117 the-
it, extending from St.
the Pacific coast. He

lguariers in Seattle, ]

828, he organized

ville circuit in Amer-

‘played first in Seat-

d other nearby cities. |

220 he came to New
me one of the most
itrical producers in

red aboui a year ago.
in the west he dis-
eight- vears

i the Fraternal Or-
nd he was the order's
thy president,

il by his widow, two
ghter.
e e

! ago. He
attle many yvears ago,
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John Cort came to the
Northwest in 1886. He
moved to New York In
1919. Mr. Cort died 10
years later. His history
In New York is well
preserved and he is still
written about.

John Cort lived in our
community for over

20 years. Hopefully

he will now be remembered
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JOHN CORT, one of America’s foremost theatrical managers,
says: “Adams Pepsin Chewing Gum impresses me as
being an effective nerve steadier and brain quieter.
I chew it regularly and derive real benefit from it.”

DAMS
PEPSIRN

THE BIG BUSINESS-MANS GUM

From Chris Cort



From

Chris Cort
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