BLAGKBERRY Pﬁjsnnvns

Willie Jackson

In observance of Black History Month, KHS presents Willie Jackson from

the Lake Washington High School class of 1962.
See pages 3 & 4
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Blackberry Preserves

Kirkland Heritage Society
Museum hours:
Monday: 10 to Noon

Wednesday: 2 to 5

203 Market Street
Lower lever of Heritage Hall
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February 1s Kirkland’s
History Month

Watch for signs in the windows of our local
merchants.
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Wayne & Linda Jaton again played Santa
and Mrs. Claus at Madison House in 2024.

After the 1969 Wind Storm

!". =

Marge Rosin’

Marguerite “Marge” Bartron Rosin" in
March of 1969 picking up debris left after
the worst wind storm she had witnessed in
her 37 years at 219 Lake Street South. Mrs.
Rosin’ was the daughter-in-law of Frank A.
Rosin’, the wife of Frank W. Rosin" and the
mother of Frank P. Rosin". Wish Frank P.
was still with us to share his memories of
this storm. He could have told us how that
1969 storm compared to the 2024 storm.
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Life Members:

Richard and Lisa Altig, Cindy Anderson, Maureen Baskin,
Laura Bradley-Pierucci, Bob and Valerie Burmester, David and
Tasha Davis, Don Dicks and Merrily Hardenbrook Dicks,
Urich & Nona Ganz, Dan & Kim Hartman, Loita Hawkinson,
Steve Lamson, Anne R. Fleming, Sandi Kelly, Ray & Clare
Lincoln, Joan McBride/Margaret Meister, Matt McCauley,
Laura May Moseng, Jim & Cathy Neir, Tom & Sally J. Netir,
Richard & Kathy Nelson, Timothy & Mary Ord, Richard

and Peggy Ostrander, Wayne Peterson, Michael and Cathy
Radcliff, Darlene “Dee” Miller Saunders, Linda M. Elliott
Scovel, Larry Springer/Penny Sweet, Lois Y. Pawley-Wick and
the late James G. Wick, Libbi Wright.

Corporate Member:
Stephen Lamson, Continental Productions.
Rl e S e el Dl Dl Dol B8 ot ek ek Sad Do
KHS receives 100% commission from the sales of
Bob Neir’s A City Comes of Age and Steve Lam-
son’s The Power of a Dream.
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(Continued from front page)

Here is a collection of articles about a multi-
talented and decorated Kirklander. Willie is
most remembered for his talent in sports.

From the November 1969 Seattle Times:

Kirkland Pilot Earns Distinguished
Flying Cross

“A Kirkland man who continued to evacuate
casualties after he was wounded during an
attack in Vietnam has been awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism.

Army Captain Willie Jackson, son of Mrs.
E. 0. Jackson, 11225 N. E. 53rd Street,
Kirkland, was presented the decoration at
Fort Wolters, Texas, where he is based.

Jackson volunteered to fly a medical-
evacuation heli—copter February 27 to a
besieged infantry unit which had suffered
heavy casualties. His helicopter came under
intense fire and he was wounded.

Jackson, a 1967 graduate of Eastern
Washington State College, refused to leave
the area until all wounded were aboard his
helicopter. He then flew them to safety.”

Willie with his 1952 Kirkland
Dodgers Little League team mates.

This was 1n 1959

Willie’s first song, Our Love, was
recorded on Dolphin Records. KHS
would like a copy.

Dashing Willle Jackson
pulled out the stops to score
two long touchdowns and lead
the Lake Washington Kanga-
roos to thelr third straight
Kingco foothall victory last
nizht, defeating oBthell, 19-0.

Jackson romped 46 yards
for a first.period touchdown
and was chased 59 yards
across the goal line in the
third period.

Seattle Post Intelligencer
October 7, 1961

Willie Jackson photo from the Lake
Washington High School Reveille yearbook.
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Earlie Jackson, mother of the seven
Jackson kids, was honored in 1959. Her
children were: Dorothy, Mamie, Harold,
Lloyd, Johnie, Willie and Sammie.

1962 Lake Washington High School

From the 1959 East Side Journal
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Help Grow Our Membership

With the goal of sharing and preserving
Kirkland’s rich history, please consider
giving a membership to your friends and
family. You don’t have to be a lifelong
resident to enjoy the history of Kirkland.

- Forms can be found on the KHS website.
Mr. & Mrs. Willie Jackson Bonnic McLeod

Receiving Army Commendation 3rd generation Kirklander
Official Military Photo

Kirkland Heritage Society Jan/Feb 2025
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Blackberry Preserves

Misconceptions, Conundrums and

Historical errors
Part 3, by Loita Hawkinson

This issue of Blackberry Preserves will
attempt to correct two more historic errors.

Kirkland’s Youngest Mayor
Al Leland was a very popular mayor and
much has been written about him. Most
articles report that he was Kirkland’s
youngest mayor at age 31.

However, Dr. Eugene Harvey Bradley, age
24, was Kirkland’s youngest mayor as well
as Kirkland’s first elected mayor when
Kirkland was incorporated in 1905. As of
2025, Dr. Bradley continues to be Kirkland’s
youngest mayor though he did not serve..

Little is known about Dr. Bradley and most
that was previously written by interpreters of
our local history tended to hint that he was
irresponsible because Dr. Bradley did not
serve beyond the first council meeting.

Seattle newspapers tell a different story.

Dr. Bradley and his wife were active in the
Kirkland community and supported the

1905 Incorporation. He fully intended to
serve if elected mayor. However, before the
election and before the first council meeting,
the Bradley’s became the parents of Eugene
Gibbins Bradley. The new grandparents
lived in Kent and the new parents wanted to
be near family.

Dr. Bradley attended the first council
meeting where he explained the situation
and tendered his resignation. Kirkland
Pioneer Reginald Collins had not attended
this meeting but was appointed mayor. Mr.
Collins later accepted and is considered
Kirkland’s first mayor....not by the citizen’s
vote but by the new council’s vote.

The young Bradley family moved to Kent
where Gwen, Viva and Mary were born.
Gwen died at the age of three and is buried
in Kent. In 1916, the family moved to
Missouri, again to be near family. Dr.
Bradley returned to medical school and
earned an advanced medical degree in
Philadelphia.

Seattle Daily Times
October 16, 1905

KIRKLAND'S MAYOR 1S
A VERY YOUNG MAN

Pr. E, H. Bradloy, Firet Executlve of
Littla Town Acroas Lake Is Only
29 Years Old. i

WAl e A o

DR. E. H. BRADLEY,.

R E H. BRADLEY, the newly
elected mayor of IKirkland, is a

very young man, belng only 29
vears old., He was born in Clinton, Mis-
gourl. He graduated from the medical
department of Barmnes University in
1902, thereafter being appointed house
physician at St Joseph's Hospital in Ta-
coma, where he served two years prlor
10 coming to Kirkland.

In April, 1904, he married Miss 2Maud
Fibbons, a school mate from his home
town, :

At the election held at Kirkland two
weeks ago, at which time the question of
incorporating Kirkland was voted on, he
was scilected as the first mayor of the
city, the greatest homor his fellow citl-

This 1905 article is considered a Primary
Source but reports an age that making Dr.
Bradley 5 years older.
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Continued from page 5

In 1918, while serving as a physician during
WWI, Dr. Bradley died of the Spanish Flu.

KHS was able to contact Bradley’s
grandchildren and shared information. They
had no idea that their grandfather was the first
mayor of Kirkland. They knew the Kirkland
name because of Costco. The family had one
photo of Dr. Bradley. KHS had one from

a newspaper. After sharing, KHS and the
family each have two. And the family has the
family’s Washington history.

KHS relies on Primary Source materials

to reduce historic errors. These are often
newspaper features written at the time. But
even then there can be errors. The 1905
Seattle Times article (see page 5) reported
that Kirkland’s young mayor was 29. His
1917 WWI registration and his obituary show
Dr. Bradley was 24 when elected Kirkland’s
mayor.

Dr. George Davis Times Three

In 1954, the East Side Journal published the
photo that is on the back page of this issue.
The paper stated that it was a photo of Dr.
George Henry Davis, a Kirkland physician
and Dr. Keiffer. KHS knew that neither man
was Kirkland’s Dr. George Henry Davis
because of other photos.

KHS eventually learned the photo was of Dr.
George Armor Davis of Redmond who was
married to Redmond pioneer Elizabeth Tosh
Davis with Dr. Kieffer behind the wheel.

Dr. George Armor Davis died in 1945. Dr.
George Henry Davis died in 1953. Had either
been living in 1954, they certainly wouls have
corrected the East Side Journal.

Dr. George Henry went to a medical school
back east to get more education due to the
continued fear of the Spanish Flu. Dr.
George Armor Davis of Redmond handled
his practice for his three months absence.
Kirkland’s Dr. Davis is credited with
keeping the areas death rate lower than other
small communities during the Spanish Flu
epidemic.

Dr. George Henry Davis had a son George
Calvin Davis (1909 - 1966) who became

a doctor and worked with his father in
Kirkland. When researching the Dr. George
Davis history, family and historians had to
be careful documenting the information they
found. It gets very confusing because there
were three doctors with the name George
Davis practicing in or near Kirkland at the
same time.

George Henfy Davis, MD

And finally a note about Dr. Kieffer. He was
Dr. Theodore Joseph Kieffer (not Keiffer as
mentioned in the ESJ photo credit). Dr. Kieffer
received his Washington physician’s license in
1904 and owned one of the first automobiles in
the area. In the historic Redmond photo, he is
driving the “machine” as they were called in the
early days. It was the “machine” that was the
primary interest in the photo in question.

Dr. Kieffer practiced in Redmond but resided

in Kirkland for a few years before returning to
New York where he had been born and educated.
He served during WWI, married and retired as

a physician. He had no children. He and his
wife are buried in the Kieffer family’s plot in
Rochester, New York.
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President: Chris Neir 425.827.3446
Vice-president | Matt McCauley 425.827.3446
Secretary: Janice Gerrish 425.827.3446
Treasurer: Loita Hawkinson 425.827.1950
At-Large Linda Jaton 425.827.3446
At-Large Dave Sherbrooke 425.827.3446
At-Large Libbi Wright 425.827.3446
At-Large: Bonnie McLeod 425.260.0290
At-Large: Kim Hartman 810.599.1754

Committee Chairs & members

Archives & Loita Hawkinson* | 425.827.1950
Collections: Libbi Wright 425.827.3446
Bookkeeping | Jim Neir 425.827.3446
Blackberry Loita Hawkinson | 425.827.1950
Preserves: 425.827.3446
Cemetery Tour Matt McCauley*  425.827.3446
& Memorial Sue Contreras
Loita Hawkinson

Hello Girls** | Linda Jaton* 425.827.3446
Feature Loita Hawkinson |425.827.1950
Writers Guest writers

Programs: Karen Schickling | 425.827.3446

Marin Harris* 425.827.3446

Shannon Harris

Time Keepers

Membership Bob Gerrish 425.827.3446

Oral History: | Loita Hawkinson | 425.827.1950

Planning and | Christina Lewis 425.827.3446

Historic Sites:

206.478.3173
425.827.3446

Scholarship Jim Neir*

Committee

* Chair or Co-chairs

** During WWI, the Hello Girls were ladies who served as
telephone operators. For KHS, this sweet lady will email to
remind you of the next meeting or event.

Volunteer editor: Fred Hawkinson

Webmaster: Christopher Neir

Kirkland Heritage Society
www.kirklandheritage.org
425-827-3446
KHS is 100% volunteer with no paid staff.

Your memberships make it happen.
S T e G G s e e B e

2025 MEMBERSHIP
Kirkland Heritage Society
January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025

KHS qualifies for tax exemption under 501(c) (3) and
your contribution is deductible to the extent allowed
by law. We qualify for matching gift contributions by
those employers who offer this benefit.
Membership Category

____ Senior/ Student $20
_ Individual $25
__ Family $30
______ Supporting $100
_ Life Member $1,000
__ Organization/Government $100
___ Professional Business $125
__ Corporate $250

I would like to make a contribution:

TOTAL ENCLOSED:

If your company matches contributions, please
provide the signed Matching Gift Form!

Name
Address:
City:
Phone:
E-mail:
Checks should be made payable and mailed to:
Kirkland Heritage Society
Heritage Hall, Lower Level

203 Market Street
Kirkland, WA 98033.

232G o 2 5 21 2 2 5 8 oG oG S G

TO RENT HERITAGE HALL
Call the City of Kirkland’s
Customer Service Division at:
425-587-3300

State: Zip

Jan/Feb 2025
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Doctors T.J. Kleffer and George A Dav1s

Photo taken in Redmond in 1907

Blackherry Preserves is produced by the Kirkland Heritage Society, for KHS
embers and those interested in Kirkland’s past. Loita Hawkinson, Editor.

For information on KHS - visit our website: www.kirklandheritage.org,

or call 425 827-3446 to leave a message.

Kirkland Heritage Society, est 1977
Heritage Hall

203 Market Street, Lower Level
Kirkland, WA 98033
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